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The recipients of the EUmies award were announced at the 

Aaltosiilo in Meri-Toppila – "The eyes of the entire architecture 

industry are now here"  

 

The winners of Europe's most significant contemporary architecture competition were announced for 

the first time outside of Barcelona. 

Anna Eveliina Hänninen 

16.04.2026 - ARCHITECTURE 

 

 

Finnish and international guests gathered at the Aaltosiilo. Speeches at the event were given by, among others, 

the Mayor of Oulu, Ari Alatossava, and the CEO of Oulu 2026, Piia Rantala-Korhonen. 
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The EUmies Award, or European Union Prize for Contemporary Architecture – Mies van 

der Rohe Award, is the most significant award in contemporary European architecture. 

https://www.factum-arte.com/resources/aal/fil/00078.pdf
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Since 1988, the winners of the prize have been announced and awarded at the Mies van der 

Rohe Pavilion in Barcelona, Spain. Since 2021, the prize has been jointly awarded by the 

Mies van der Rohe Foundation and the EU. 

This time the winners were announced in Oulu, at the Aalto silo in Meri-Toppila. 

Aaltosiilo Association producer and architectural architect Anna Niemelä says that talks 

about organizing an announcement event at Aaltosiilo started a couple of years ago, when 

UNESCO's Creative Cities actors gathered in Oulu. 

Influential factors include Oulu's year as the Capital of Culture and good contacts with 

Spain. 

 

The Aaltosiilo was a functional place for an architectural discussion, where the topic was the change in 

architecture: increasingly, the architect's task is to find what is worth preserving and either preserve or renew it. 
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THE WAVE SILO is owned by the Madrid-based Factum Foundation. 

– The event has enormous significance for AaltoSiilo. The construction project has already 

received a lot of international attention, and now the eyes of the entire architecture industry 

are here, says Niemelä. 

https://www.factum-arte.com/resources/aal/fil/00078.pdf
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Around fifty invited guests gathered to watch the announcement of the award winners, and 

more viewers followed the event via live stream . 

Katarina Siltavuori, Executive Director of the architectural information center Archinfo, 

and Communications Manager Miina Jutila were also present. 

– This feels special, as the launch event has never been held anywhere other than in 

Barcelona, says Jutila. 

 

Archinfo's Executive Director Katarina Siltavuori and Communications Manager Miina Jutila considered it 

significant that the winners of the EUmies awards were announced at Aaltosiilo. 
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Valentino Tignanelli was also busy during the event. As project manager, he has been working on the silo 

renovation. 

https://www.factum-arte.com/resources/aal/fil/00078.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kdIi6IOpNHg
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Jutila was now able to see the Aalto silo for the first time. 

– A great space for this event, especially since the award evaluation aims to preserve existing 

buildings, as has been done here. 

Siltavuori has visited the building during various stages of the work. He gives special thanks 

to Valentino Tignanelli, the project manager for the silo renovation . 

– He has done an amazing job here. Today all these people have come here to see it. 

 

Oulu Mayor Ari Alatossava had the opportunity to tell the public about Oulu. 
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THE PRESS CONFERENCE was a stage for Aaltosilo, but it was yet another opportunity to 

convey a message to an international audience about Oulu and the Capital of Culture year. 

After the opening remarks, the winners of the competition were announced via video by EU 

Commissioner Glenn Micallef . 

https://www.factum-arte.com/resources/aal/fil/00078.pdf
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The grand prize winner was the renovation of the Belgian convention center Charleroi Palais 

des Expositions. The new look of the building, which was completed in the 1950s, was 

designed by AgwA architectural firm and Jan de Vylder Inge Vinck . 

The jury appreciated the implementation, which combines old European architectural 

heritage and a modern cultural environment. The renovation has included smart and 

inventive solutions that are both ecological and economical. 

FACT 

EUmies Awards architecture prize 

The prize, named after German-American architect Ludwig Mies van der Rohe, is awarded every 

two years to an individual architectural work. 

The competition works examine design methods, methods and techniques, as well as the 

consideration of social and cultural issues. 

The purpose of the award is to highlight high-quality European architecture and its importance to 

human well-being and the sustainable development of communities. 

No Finnish sites have been awarded, but candidates include Kärsämäki Church, Helsinki Main 

Library Oodi, and the renovated and expanded Olympic Stadium. 

This year, there were ten Finnish destinations among the 410 candidates. 

Tampere's Tammelan Stadium was selected as one of the top 40, but did not make it to the seven 

finalists. 

 

The Emergin Architect Award, given to a young, promising architect, was awarded to the 

temporary premises of the Slovenian National Theatre, designed by Vidic Grohar Arhitekti. 

The jury was convinced of the functional architectural solutions that limited resources and 

temporary circumstances can lead to. 

https://www.factum-arte.com/resources/aal/fil/00078.pdf
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– Both winning works show how limitations can become opportunities, and how 

architecture is connected to its environment, Micallef said in his speech. 

The actual award ceremony will be held in Barcelona in May. The winner will receive 

60,000 euros. The young newcomer will receive 30,000 euros. 

 

The highlight of the event was seen via video when EU Commissioner Glenn Micallef announced the winners. 
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In his speech, Asko Takala, the chairman of the Finnish Association of Architects, said that Alvar Aalto, who 

designed the silo, also began his career in architectural competitions. 
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https://www.factum-arte.com/resources/aal/fil/00078.pdf
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THE PANEL DISCUSSION THAT CONCLUDED THE EVENT discussed the change in 

architecture. 

In his speech, Asko Takala, Chairman of the Finnish Association of Architects, said that 

in the future, the task of architects will increasingly be to find value in what already exists, 

either by protecting the old or improving it. 

– It is not always necessary to build something new. Decision-makers and architects have 

already embraced it, but how do you get the general public to understand it, Takala 

comments. 

 

The announcement of the winner of the EUmies award was attended by around fifty guests in Oulu. In addition, 

the event was followed via live stream. 
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https://www.kaleva.fi/eumies-palkinnon-saajat-julkistettiin-meri-toppila/13452711 

 

https://www.factum-arte.com/resources/aal/fil/00078.pdf
https://www.kaleva.fi/eumies-palkinnon-saajat-julkistettiin-meri-toppila/13452711

	EUmies Awards architecture prize

