
 

 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – 28 APRIL 2026 
 

 

AALTOSIILO WELCOMES THE AWARD WINNING  

UK EXHIBITION “WHALES A DEEPER DIALOGUE”  

 

 

  
 
Tessa Campbell Fraser’s Whales multiple award-winning installation “Whales a deeper dialogue” heads 
into international waters and will open to the public at AALTOSIILO in Oulu, Finland on Friday 22nd 
May, as part of the city’s programme for Oulu 2026 – European Capital of Culture.  



 

 
 
Presented within AALTOSIILO’s evolving exhibition programme, the installation forms part of a broader 
cultural transformation unfolding across Oulu throughout the year, positioning the site as a key venue for 
contemporary artistic production within the European Capital of Culture framework. 
 
The installation of the exhibit at Oulu is a collaboration between Messums ORG, Factum Foundation, 
AALTOSIILO and Ocean Rising. Installed within the former cellulose silo designed by Alvar Aalto in 
1931, the project is part of the ongoing transformation of AALTOSIILO into a cultural venue, led by 
architect Charlotte Skene Catling (Skene Catling de la Peña). Developed by Factum Foundation, the 
project combines careful architectural adaptation with a broader programme exploring how industrial 
heritage can be reactivated through contemporary art, advances in technologies and research. 
 
Johnny Messum, founder of Messums ORG, said, “I am delighted that we have been able to collaborate with the 
Factum Foundation, AALTOSIILO and Ocean Rising. The Whales installation has continued to demonstrate that 
through art you can effectively communicate and address the context of our participation within the wider environment. 
The exhibit enables people to imagine themselves in the world from the perspective of whales, and the shared impact of 
our effects on the environment.” 
   
Two monumental (4.6m and 3m respectively) sculptures of female sperm whales will hang from the roof 
of AALTOSIILO. The Silo has been transformed and empathetically renovated; its iconic concrete 
industrial form will provide the ideal backdrop to the Whales installation. The sculptures create an 
environment whereby the viewer becomes immersed into the blue world of the whale whilst the 
surroundings of the exhibit illustrate man’s increasing ecological impact on the world’s climate. Campbell 
Fraser deliberately seeks out and employs sustainable, natural, recycled or repurposed materials.  In this 
exhibition she is using recycled ghost netting, silk chiffon, latex, and synthetic (recycled) paper, made 
with almost no water.  
 
Adam Lowe, founder of Factum Foundation, said, “Only a few weeks ago, a whale died off the German coast 
— the cause appears to have been low salinity in the Baltic. Climate change is even more evident in the Gulf of 
Bothnia, where freshwater fish can now live in the sea and the land is rising faster than sea levels. Tessa Campbell 
Fraser’s fragile sculptures of whales seem filled with empathy for these great creatures struggling to find a safe place to 
live. Aalto’s 28-metre-tall brutalist concrete silo feels like a perfect setting for the sculptures — the sound recordings 
in a cavernous space, and the visualisations of whale sounds that exist somewhere between water and air. I can’t wait 
to see them as part of Oulu26 – European Capital of Culture.” 

The Whales installation at AALTOSIILO has been supported by Ocean Rising a charity that aims to shift 
how the world sees the sea. Lisa Hynes, Director of Ocean Rising said, "Tessa Campbell Fraser's whales are 
remarkable - visceral, beautiful and thought-provoking in equal measure. Ocean Rising exists to take the ocean into 
unexpected cultural spaces and connect it with people who may not otherwise think about its relevance to their lives. 
This exhibition does exactly that, placing the sea at the centre of some of the world’s most extraordinary sacred 
spaces. We are delighted to be working again with Messums whose dedication to art with purpose and reach makes 
them a natural partner for us, and we look forward to continuing that work together.” 

This Whales installation forms part of the Active Environmentalism programming at Messums ORG 
which is founded on the principle that action begins with knowledge. British sculptor and climate change  



 

 
advocate, Tessa Campbell Fraser has aimed to unravel the interspecies communications between man and 
animal that are currently at the forefront of scientific research.  
 
In-depth exploration of sperm whales led to Campbell Fraser’s research into Project Ceti and the 
incorporation of the science of communication into her art. Over five years, the science-based experiment 
in Dominica has gathered vast amounts of Sperm Whale data, using underwater hydrophones to capture 
and record their distinctive ‘coda-clicks’. Along with studying their behaviour and methodologies to 
interpret the whales’ sounds. They have already discovered that whales have varying dialects and twenty-
three different patterns of ‘coda-clicks’.  
 
Campbell Fraser’s exhibition is inspired by both the exploration of interspecies communication through 
decoding together with her own immersive experience swimming with the whales in Dominica. She 
describes, “I didn’t quite know what to expect being face-to-face with these giant creatures in their environment.  I 
hoped I would hear them coda click, and indeed I did, but it wasn’t these sounds that gave me the intense feeling of an 
inter-species communication. I had no sensation that I didn’t belong in the underwater world or that we were alien to 
each other or that I was in any way in danger.  It was almost as if we’d come from the same beginnings.”   
 
Campbell Fraser is fascinated by the potential of scientific decoding, “the enormity of the breakthrough to 
mankind if we really can have an interspecies conversation - it could reshape how we coexist with nature.”  In her 
response to the science, she has devised her own form of a Victorian Eidophone, using the vibrations of 
whales’ coda clicks to make her own visual interpretations of their conversations.   
 

 

                       Tessa Campbell Fraser swimming with the whales in Domenica 

 
Following the launch of the Whales installation at Messums West in October 2024, the exhibition 
moved on to Winchester Cathedral where it was awarded the AHI Engaging People Award 2025 for 
calling out climate change, the Association of Cultural Enterprise (Best Event 2026) and is currently 
short listed for the Museums and Heritage Awards (best show costing under £75,000).  It has been 
installed at Winchester Cathedral (22nd Jan to 26th Feb 2025), St. Alban’s Cathedral (31st Dec to 4th 
Feb 2026), and Rochester Cathedral (10th Feb to 7th March 2026).  
 



 

 
 
About Tessa Campbell Fraser 
Tessa Campbell Fraser F.R.S.S. (born 1967) is a British painter and sculptor based in Oxfordshire. Born 
in Edinburgh, she studied at Chelsea School of Art and afterwards established herself as one of the 
country’s leading animal artists. She has completed several major life-size, and larger than life, sculptures 
and paintings for clients including the late Queen Elizabeth II, the King of Bahrain, Knuthenborg Safari 
Park Denmark, William Grant & Son, the Household Cavalry and Sir Jackie Stewart.  She has work in 
private collections around the world including Australia, South Africa, Monaco, and the USA, and has 
exhibited widely including at the Royal Academy Summer Shows, Sculpture at Goodwood, the Pitt Rivers 
Museum, Oxford and the Natural History Museum in London where she had a major solo show in 2004.   
 
In 2001, Campbell Fraser was elected an Associate Member of the Royal Society of Sculptors and became 
a Fellow of the Society in 2004. Her work is informed by her interaction with nature and travels, notably 
Greenland and recently Dominica, inspiring a series of paintings and allegorical sculptures exploring the 
interspecies relationship between man and animal. Initially she Portrayed this in a group of sculptures for 
her Bishop and Bear series and laterally, her work has involved the interspecies communication with 
Whales. 
 
She has been concerned with the effects of Climate Change for over twenty years, and her sculptures offer 
a poignant and beautiful reflection on the symbiosis between man and animal, and how precarious this 
balance is for both as man encroaches more into the wild spaces. She is constantly in awe of how much 
we can learn from the natural world. 
 
About AALTOSIILO 
The Silo in Oulu was originally designed by Alvar and Aino Aalto and were part of the Toppila cellulose 
factory used to store woodchip and completed in 1931.The silo is Aalto’s first concrete industrial 
structure, a bold pairing of engineering and modernism that was innovative for its time and place. The 
factory closed in 1985 and while other buildings nearby were repurposed for community uses, this 
structure stood mostly empty. Its function was lost.  
 
For decades it seemed destined for demolition, but in 2020, the silo was acquired by the Factum 
Foundation and Skene Catling de la Peña (SCDLP), and the general design lay out was developed by 
architect Charlotte Skene Catling. The silo has now been transformed into a cultural hub with 
exhibitions, performances, and community events for visitors to explore and opened to the public in 
2026. www.aaltosiilo.com/en/ 
 
About the Factum Foundation 
The Factum Foundation for Digital Technology in Preservation is a not-for-profit organisation, founded 
in 2009 in Madrid by Adam Lowe. It works alongside its sister company Factum Arte, a multi-
disciplinary workshop in Madrid dedicated to digital mediation in contemporary art and the production 
of facsimiles. Its primary goal is to create high-resolution, accurate digital documentation of cultural 
heritage sites and artworks around the world.  
 
At AALTOSIILO, Factum Foundation is leading the long-term reactivation of Alvar Aalto’s former 
cellulose silo, working in collaboration with architect Charlotte Skene Catling (Skene Catling de la  

http://www.aaltosiilo.com/en/


 

 
 
Peña). The project brings together architectural conservation, digital recording and material production 
to transform the site into a platform for exhibitions, research and public engagement. 
 
Factum Foundation’s work spans museums, archaeological sites and heritage institutions worldwide. Its 
technologies have been deployed across Europe, the Middle East, Africa and Asia, supporting the 
recording and study of works ranging from paintings and manuscripts to large-scale architectural 
surfaces. Notable projects include the high-resolution recording of tombs in the Valley of the Kings in 
Egypt, the preservation of endangered heritage sites, and collaborations with major museums to 
produce facsimiles and exhibitions that expand access to cultural heritage while protecting the originals. 
For further information: https://factumfoundation.org/ 
 
About Ocean Rising 
Ocean Rising is a global initiative, established by Schmidt Ocean Institute and Nekton, that brings the 
ocean into the heart of contemporary culture - weaving it into the art we see, the music we listen to, 
the clothes we wear and the sports we follow. Working with artists, brands and institutions across every 
cultural sphere, it takes ocean stories into unexpected spaces, from cathedrals and galleries to festivals 
and arenas and runways, reaching people who might never normally stop to feel the ocean's power and 
beauty. The aim is to shift how the world sees the sea: from a remote backdrop to a living force that 
shapes our climate, our histories and our future. It believes that people protect what they love, and so 
the most powerful thing we can do is help the world fall in love with the ocean. 
For further information: www.oceanrising.org 
 

- ENDS. - 

 

For further information and images, please contact: 

Nicolas Béliard: nicolas.beliard@factum-arte.com  

Giulia Fornaciari: giulia.fornaciari@factum-arte.com 

 

NOTES TO EDITORS: 

MESSUM ORG: Messums ORG was founded by Johnny Messum in 2016 as a platform to provide a circular 
relationship between art and social engagement. It is the umbrella organisation and provides the gateway into 
Messums creative ecology. The organisation is based across venues and arts communities in the West, and East of 
England, with a central gallery space in London. 
 
MESSUMS CREATIVE: Messums Creative Ltd (Registered Charity No.1214246) is the not-for-profit social 
outcome programming arm of Messums ORG. It is a charitable organisation that advances creativity as a force for 
lifelong learning, wellbeing, and connection. It aims to empower through the core pillars of Access, Learning and 
Excellence.  
 
MESSUMS EAST: Messums East will open at the Old Post Office at 51 London Road in Lowestoft in Autumn 
2026, alongside the neighbouring National & Provincial Studios. It will offer a hub for creativity within the 
community, introducing and sharing ideas from around the world and sending out creativity inspired by the local 
area. Messums East will be a ‘Thought Shop’ providing accessible opportunities for learning, collaboration, and 
problem-solving through creativity. 

https://factumfoundation.org/
http://www.oceanrising.org/
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MESSUMS WEST: Messums West is a leading multi-purpose gallery set inside a restored 13th-century tithe barn 
in Tisbury, Wiltshire with surrounding buildings, gallery space, sculpture garden and restaurant. It brings together 
artists, writers and thinkers from the UK and beyond in a space where exhibitions, ideas and creative practice can 
be developed, tested and shared. 
 
MESSUMS LONDON: Messums London is the commercial presentation space on Cork Street, behind the Royal 
Academy. It hosts a programme of exhibitions of modern and contemporary art offering opportunities to engage 
and collect. This includes Messums Editions, an affordable way to collect limited edition art which is also available 
online.   

 


