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THE BLACK SQUARE & BETONI/CONCRETE

Performance, poetry and live media at AaltoSiilo
28-29 March 2026
AaltoSiilo, Oulu

AaltoSiilo continues its programme as part of Oulu European Capital of Culture 2026 with a
weekend of performance, poetry and live media, bringing together The Black Square by Richard
Strange and Antonio Olaio, and BETONI/CONCRETE by Eeva Maria al-Khazaali with live visuals
by Jani Pitkanen.

Presented within the monumental interior of the former cellulose silo, the event transforms AaltoSiilo
into a space where architecture, sound, image and language converge. The building itself becomes
both setting and subject — an active participant in the unfolding performances.

The Black Square is a multimedia work conceived by British musician and actor Richard Strange in
collaboration with Portuguese artist Antonio Olaio. Combining text, film, song, live performance,
artificial intelligence and projected imagery, the work explores one of the defining questions of the
21st century: who owns our memories?

Drawing unexpected connections between cave paintings, Jean-Luc Godard, art-school rock, Kim
Kardashian, J. S. Bach, Walter Benjamin, 71984, Kazimir Malevich, Salvador Dali and Albert Einstein,
the performance unfolds as a dense and playful collision of cultural references. Through shifting
registers of narration and sound, Strange and Olaio construct a vivid reflection on authorship, memory
and the transformation of images in the digital age.

The evening continues with BETONI/CONCRETE, a bilingual (Finnish—English) performative poetry
work written and performed by Finnish poet Eeva Maria al-Khazaali. Developed in direct response to
the restoration of the AaltoSiilo building, the piece reflects on the structure’s layered history and the
material memory embedded within its concrete walls.

Accompanied by live visuals by VJ Jani PitkAnen—combining analogue liquid-visual techniques with
glitch aesthetics—the performance transforms the cylindrical interior into a spatial instrument of
sound, light and language. The building is approached as both a physical structure and a vessel
carrying time, memory and transformation.

Together, the two works establish a dialogue between performance and architecture. Within the vast
interior of AaltoSiilo, the audience is invited to experience how space, material and history shape
perception, narrative and sound.

This event forms part of AaltoSiilo’s evolving cultural programme, continuing the transformation of the
historic industrial site into a platform for artistic experimentation, research and collaboration.

A collaboration between AaltoSiilo, Factum Foundation and Oulu European Capital of Culture
2026.



EVENT DETAILS

Dates: Saturday 28 and Sunday 29 March 2026

Time: 18:00-20:30

Location: AaltoSiilo, Alvar Aallon katu 5, 90520 Oulu, Finland

The Black Square (Language: English | Duration: approx. 120 min)
BETONI/CONCRETE (Language: Finnish/English | Duration: approx. 30 min)

Attendance is free; registration is required at this link.
CONTACT FOR MORE INFORMATION AND IMAGES

AaltoSiilo Ry: Valentino Tignanelli — valti.tigna@factumfoundation.or
Factum Foundation: Nicolas Béliard — nicolas.beliard@factum-arte.com
Giulia Fornaciari — giulia.fornaciari@factum-arte.com
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd1OpKJxiDpOcJ1-x1A_1AD7f9z7aryK2g9XZUNTArMGctO_Q/viewform

